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and International Law 



HE inflonotu failure of the U 2 flight 
■ 1*?® Soviet Union has acted as a 
Wg| M [mr to the Pentagon ip its 
“mu far note, more effective means of 
, egalnat the U.S.S.R. and the other 
opuntries. Now the Pentagon is putting 
an tfie so-called spy-in-the-sky 
i- Washington correspondent 
S 4 rt*t fcunyai, wrote that “now that 
PMved it can knock American spy 
“ ®hy, the United States will rush 
‘ fm* rUZ :***** 1o f . .peeping 


* wi. 


Corttin— via satellites 


in 


-•^fedottojotrated mainly oh the 
WiMte Its development has been 
pi jMEo nrt Priority by the U S. Ad- 
kSfaa priority is enjoyed only by the 
■fait programme*. the Mercury 
■ * l»j* t»to outer space, and 
ebo Intended fur 
r U^. Government has allotted' 
»*far t he Samos project In ti.e 
r. ■ * 

actor in developing spy sate I - 
i Aircraft* the selfsame corpora - 

* — — Jactnwa the U 2 spy plane 
t* scheduled to become 

mve w iro. The plan ia to put a number of 
P° !ar orbit to keep the 

* “ and the other Socialist 

'it surveillance. The first 

, ^ ^J*, d ** e at the «"<* of this 

» h„, M j? I** yh lted by an Atlas-Agena 

t X££*‘& & a *‘ n & ,n 1he Pacifif - st 

AJg utlto. CiWfBli. The satellite will pass 

will ,nible 

A ywUwabh p*rt of fht territory 
viomri and the other Socialist coun- 

P/e ‘* correspondent 
uantpn,. .Samos travelling in a polar orbit,' will 
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be able t° keep under observation each square 
mile of the Earth s surface and transmit to Aimr- 
K^njrwnd stations data about the location of 
bovtet mfSsile sites and anv unusual concentra- 
tion of troops or materiel 

Specialists of the Bendix Aviation (>> con- 

Primarily with 'military lechnoiogy stress 

-r an !f. s l rave ^ s at an altitude ot about 300 
miles, it will be possible with 'the available 
tenses and TV equipment to make ohbtagraphs* 
equivalent to what can he M-eu from an altiti te 
of _100 feet, fcach photograph made at that alti-- 
tude, in the opinion of the specialists, will cover 
an area of several- square mites. -On mvh pic- 
tures it will be possible to find and identify ail 
communications, airfields, naval installations, 
.etc. Much larger areas. I he specialists' "think 
could be photographed from a satellite ffving at 
an altitude of from 2.000 to 3,000 miles But in 
that case the photographs vqquld not be of much 
vaJuc to intelligence agencies, 

^ The above-mentioned L Kraar reported that 
the miniature moon wilt carry TV like equip- 
ment, to stare at Soviet territory as it orbits 
hundreds of miles overhead. Its function will be 
o spot missile launching pads, airfields indus- 
trial plants and any massive build-up of Com- 
munist military equipment. Its photographic 
intelligence will Ire relayed back to the United 
Mates for inspection.” 5 

The New York Times in its issue of May- 26 
said in a leader “Sentry in the Skv" that “the 
Samos when perfected, will he a veritable W- 
m-the-iky .... It would make such efforts as 
U-2 mforma ion gathering flights over the Soviet 

‘‘unii!!» T*lL°it r o Ol, o ,l t t0 Th ‘* P a P* ?r notes that 
Utlltke tne U-2 which can In* shot down the Sa~ 

mos #111 be practically invulnerably against an 
enemy s effort" According to the paffer it would 
oe invulnerable because of the impossibility of 
determining its position when it passes over the 
survtyed” territory. 
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-■■- l* confirmation of its view, the paper refers 
to the following circumstances. “In the first 

C loct, the launching of such a satellite need not 
® nwdapuMic, so that its very existence would 
not be known. Secondly, the taking of pictures 
is a silent operation, undetectable from the 
ground. Thirdly, the sending down of its infor- 
mation electronically will not take place until 
commanded to do so when it is over United 
States territory, so that its signals could not be 
interfered with." The New York Times arrives 
at the conclusion that “one such *eye-imthe-sky* 
could thus do the job of hundreds of manned 
U-»*s In complete safety". 

We see the U.S. press advertise the advan- 
tages of cosmic espionage. But the cold war 
drummers are engaging in wishful thinking. The 
realities are not encouraging in the least. Long 
efforts.on the part of an army of scientists and 
specialists in artificial satellites and rocketry 
hate net yet yielded the results expected by the 
cold waf strategists from the Pentagon. U.S. 
specialists and even the publications which blow 

i£-/5? i #£ , J ,,rfor,ntnc « in this »Phere admit 
ywit M markedly lags behind the Soviet 
Union in the cooouest of space. Another con- 
vlncing confirmation of this was the launching 
and predetermined landing of the second Soviet 
space ship which weighed 4.6 tons. 

The enormous Soviet successes in the 
eonqueet'Qf apace rsttle the more aggressive 
circles. That is why U.S. propaganda, a 
wlthful servitor of Well Street monopolies, is 
straining to prove the alleged U.S. superiority 
m cosmic research, jn order to raise America’s 
shaken military prestige at any cost. This alone 
Seems to explain the candid cynicism of the 
IkS. madiine working on the public, which does 
not blush to admit the real aims of the imperial- 
ist artificial satellite programme. 

American military men are joining this 
propaganda campaign with increasing vigour. 
Obviously overestimating their possibilities of 
carrying out space espionage plans,* Pentagon 
generals are discussing with serious mien the 
problem of "processing intelligence data about 
the defences of the Soviet Union which they 
hope to obtain with the help of Samos satellites.* 
The Samos project is closely related to the 
development of the military Midas satellites. 
Tilt mate purpose of the latter is to keep the 
‘ 

* B to ptonmd that the Samos should in mm caats 
trawa mtt Its totontoton signal* to a ground atatton each 
time It aaahea a photograph, while in other caws it will 
accumulate a number of photographs made over Soviet 
terotory end transmit them to the ground station when 
it Ska oear U S. territory. 
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Earth under observation with the help of inst'u 
ments sensitive to rays emitted by hot gases 
formed during the launching of rockets. The 
idea is that as soon as Samos-satdliies detect 
missile bases in Soviet territory, Midas will 
keep watch over them and register the launch- 
ing of missiles. 

When Midas becomes operative, the Wall 
Street Journal claims, “if is expected to be juf- 
ficientiy sophisticated to disclose the number of 
missiles being launched, the approximate points 
from which they are fired, and their general 
direction". 

The New York Herald Tribune stresses! the 
tremendous military significance of the Midas 
system and discusses the possibility of <1 closer 
watch over Soviet rockets tests and the gaining 
of more precise information on how successful 
the launchings are. 4 

According to the American press, the Midas 
»y*tem could not be put into service before 
X* 16 sc * leme ca ^ s f° r launching into polar 
orbits from six to eight Midas satellites, which 
would transmit information to stations located 
in different parts of the world. But so far ex- 
perimental launchings have been unsuccessful, 
l he first trial made on February' 26 failed be- 
cause of the explosion of two auxiliary rockets. 
On May 24. a Midas was put into orbit but the 
signaiization system proved faulty and the 
main aim of the trial, to test the rocket detec 
tion system, was not achieved. 

Ralph Danton of the Associated Press, who 
is well posted on rocketry matters, brazenly as- 
serts that “with Samos to pick out launching 
sitgs and A\idas to flash information about 
launching, the United States will have an ef- 
fective sky-spy team”. 

Closely related to the space espionage proj- 
ects {Samos and Midas) is the programme for 
employing Discoverer satellites for intelligence 
purposes. The military Discoverer satellites are 
intended to solve the probh?m of bringing con- 
tainers with photographic intelligence back to 
.earth. By September id. 1960, 15 satellites hid 
been launched under this programme The first 
was put into orbit but had no container; Ive 
launchings failed; seven satellites were put into 
orbit and their containers evidently separated, 
but were not retrieved. The containers of two 
Others were retrieved. 

i American press Is trying to present (he 
launching pf 2 Discoverers last August as a defi- 
nite step towards manned space flight. But U.S. 
Navy spokesmen have dotted all the i"s: they slid 


4 New York Herald Tribune, Feb. 21. 
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tfte main purpose of the Discoverer programme 
was to perfect the launching, orbiting and retriev- 
ing of sky-spy containers. General Shriver, 
Chief of the U.S. Air Force Staff, Office of Re- 
search and Improvements, said recently there 
was no direct connection between Discoverer 
and the Government’s project Mercury for send 
ing a man into space. The real purpose of the 
Discoverers, he added, has always been to 
promote the sky-spy projects. 

It is highly indicative that American mil- 
itary leaders have sought to utilize for espio- 
nage even the civilian meteorological satellite, 
Tiros, which was designed for photograph- 
ing the cloud cover of the globe. J. Finney, 
Washington correspondent of the New York 
Times, reported on May 26, 1960, that no sooner 
had it become known that a U-2 plane had been 
shot down in the Soviet Union than the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration gave 
the signal to the Tiros- 1 satellite to take pic- 
tures when passing over the Soviet Union and 
the Chinese Peonies Republic. 

Thus, the U.S. military loaders expect to 
utUfne artificial satellites to obtain intelligence 
<UUl- $Im main purpose of space espionage is 
to increase the efficacy of a surprise attack, 
making it possible to knock out enemy missile 
bases at ine very start and thereby avoid a 
retaliatory blow. Claims by Pentagon leaders 
and other U.S. officials that space espionage is 
needed to prevent a so-called surprise attack 
by establishing the location of Soviet missile 
bases are absolutely untenable and are designed 
to justify the long discredited brinkmanship 
policy condemned by world opinion. 

tvS* Khrushchov has pointed out that “in- 
formation about the location of such bases can 
be of importance not for a country concerned 
with Its defence requirements, but solely for a 
state which contemplates aggression and in- 
tends to strike the first blow and therefore 
wants to destroy the missile bases so as to avoid 
rlf^^ attack” 

It ii clear that space espionage is designed 
i tp, propire a preventive rocket nuclear war 
against the Soviet Union and the other Socialist 
countries. But the calculations of U.S. military 
thin lor a surprise attack to hit defence targets 
earlier discovered in the U S S R, are based on 
san d The JSfpet Union has everything neccs- 
Mff &pw-alyre U.Smilitary espionage both in 
the itr and in outer space. And Soviet rockets 
.ensure .A counter blow atthe aggressor in any 
caw, This should not be forgotten by those who 
loot themselves with the hope of delivering the 
firol blow and escaping retribution. 


The space espionage schemes harboured by 
U.S. ruling circles are a concrete expression of 
their extensive plans for the use of outer space 
to prepare a devastating rocket nuclear war. 1 
This, by the way, shows how. insincere ari? the 
statements of U.S. officials about American in- 
terest in the peaceful uses of outer space. 

In view of the plans to develop ami launch 
satellites for military reconnaissance, American 
propaganda has in recent years been busy prov- 
ing the '‘legality' of space espionage. Foreign 
Affairs, for example, has written that “consistent 
with our appeal for ‘open skies’, we mighf w T eti 
recommend that reconnaissance by an orbiting 
satellite be accepted in international law'hf 

Such statements became especially numer- 
ous after the U S A. proclaimed espionage to 
be its state policy. 

It should be noted that American plans of 
.space espionage directed against the security of 
the U.S.S.R. and the other Socialist countries 
are incompatible with the generally recognized 

S les and rules of international lawl. de- 
„ to protect the security of states against 
encroachments from outside. Including buter 
space. In the past, considerations of state" se- 
curity have been of decisive importance if* de- 
termining the air space regime. Today The same 
considerations must underlie the regime of outer 
space. 

As pointed out earlier in this journal, the 
best, most effective means of safeguarding the 
security of states from the direction of outer 
space’ would be to conclude an agreement on 
the demilitarization and neutralization of outer 
space. 7 ■ 

Whereas demilitarization of outer apace 
above all implies a prohibition within trys 
space of any activity that pubsfces military; pur- 
poses in peacetime, including espionage, "neu- 
tralization of outer space means the exclusion 
of this space Irani the sphere of hostiliiigs In 
case of. armed' Conflict.* In this way an agree- 
ment on the demilitarization and neutralitlrticn 
of .outer space w'ould be aju.efiective e«aM of 
banning thfe use of this space for mi!itar> pur- 
poses. It would become a prerequisite for thi’usi 


» See article by Maj -Gen. M, Milerteirt ‘Tl»e l!.S A 
Plan* Military Us* o! Outer Space", Jnijrnaiioiuv A} 
fiSrt, Moscow, No. 5, tVW. pp 44 <9 

* Foreign Affairs, October 1958, p I OS. 

‘ ‘ ’See- on thie point International Affairs, M&ow. 
No. 11 Md No. 12. 1959 : ; 

- *• For a g ene ral cnnception of dermWteritrttott -ami 
neutralization in irdernational law see I.. C?i>m Kim. 
International Law, London, 1965, Vol 1, p. f«:l 
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inurot of co-operttion and mutua 
s Tt>§ Soviet Government's proposal of March 
15, 1958. indicated a realistic way of settling the 
protein of tun n ing f h* use of o u te r s pa ce l o r 
military purposes, it will be recalled that It 
favoured a broad International agreement on 
outer apace banning the use of cosmic space for 
military purposes provided foreign military 
bases abroad were dismantled, and cosmic 
launchings were made only under a co-ordinated . 
ts i Wf iittsail progT awBne. ■ t-?- hb. sttihi isart'^isfiteti. 

The realistic nature of the Soviet proposal 
ensured it favourable public comment in many 
oountries. Yet, at the 13th U.N. General As- 
, sembly. the U.S.A. opposed the Soviet pro posa l 
and took a stand which, in substance, called -tor- 
tile separation of International co-operation in 
the use of space for peaceful purposes, from the 
' niuUuu i irf d^anitament. Ty s ignored l gm I 
simple truth that only a cardinal solution of the 
disarmament problem could create favourable 
conditions for international co-operation in the 
peaceful use of space. The U b.S.R. proceeds 
from the fact that universal and total disarma- 
ment could create the most favourable conditions 
for the peaceful use of the cosmos. , 

Demilitarization and neutralization of outer 

space is one aspect of the general problem of 
disarmament. But the absence of agreement on 
disarmament as a whole and also on dtmil- 
ttaritation and neutralization of outer space 
■cannot serve in any way as justification for 
the American plans to utilize outer space for 
military purposes. ‘ , 

. The activities of states in outer space must 
conform to (fie aims and principles of the - 
Uni feed NationrCharter The demand oflhe U.N. 
Chuier that states should refrain from the threat 
or use of force against the territorial integrity 
or political independence of any state, must also 
extend fovtiWr space In other words, each state 
• -h«:»-;rifehl -to- use outer spate at its own dis- 
cretion, buf without causing harm or damage to 
other states This is also said m a resolution on 
sovereignty over air spare and ilw» legal regime 
of the cosmos, adopted to a Conference of the 
International Law Association in August I960. 

The foregoing is sufficient ground for rec- 
ognizing as unlawful, ' from the standpoint of . 
the existing rules of international law, the at- 
tempts of certain U.S circles to utilize outer 
space for military purposes. Consequently, the 
efforts of U.S. military leaders to employ arti- 
ficial satellites- for the collection of intelligence 
data are unlawful. More than that, in ‘his case 
it is possible to draw an analogy with the rules 
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lawfuiand specifica lly proKMAheATs* of photo 
graphic equipment for these purpose?. We cm 
refer, for example, to Article 36 of the Chicago 
Convention of 1944 which stipulates that "each 
contracting state may prohibit or regulate the 
use of photographic apparatus in aircraft over 
Its territory 1 ". 

From the viewpoint of' the security: of a 
state it makes absolutely no difference from 
what altitude espionage over its territory is con- 
daeMHli A state will nm feel any safer because 
military preparations against It are carried on 
at a very high altitude. The main thing is that 
the object of espionage and the results are the 
same ir respective of the altitude. Hence there 
is absolutely rto ground for alleging that es- 
) ion age at a high altitude, with the aid bf af- 
[flcial Earth satellites, is . quite lawful {under 
; he exist ing rutes of international law. Any af-i 
? ^hpf fo pse satellites Tor tspionageis jbr. as 
unlawful as attempts to use aircraft for sjMIrjr 
purposes. .. - ; {■;- 

In this connection we may quote the Amer- 
ican journal Missiles and Rockets which w rote 
in May 1960 that “the only real difference be- 
tween the concept of Samos and U 2 was i It. 
tqde . One flies l» mile- high and 4 be «> her-, b-JO " 

! ± The American lawyer KAtzenbach 1 expr esses 
himself still more explicitly on this poisft Ac 
cording to- him. -whether the observation -“in 
higher or lower is irrelevant to the object!') ir. an 
observee state would posit or the r'aiirs the ob- 
server would make.”* Many other bourgeois 
writers have come out against space espial) aged* 

In their effort to justify space e»piqnagj U.S. 
ruling circles seek to take advantage of tile fad 
that the altitude limit io Which state sov'ii t gh- 
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coinut>\e S^fcwly. conlrji til? .sjwio- over Us 

territory. *’ ... . 

Sulzberger, wHI-knovvrl American joqrnaust, 
tried to. Justify space espionage .in this way. H* 
wrote that the sole law applicable to air space 
remains. that ol ancient Rome: ‘He who owns 
the ground, owns everything to the heavens and 
to the depths’. But this ts enforceable only to 
the extent that it can he policed ” n Sulzberger 
holds that as long as spy satellites are beyond 
reach, their launching is perfectly legal and 
should not arouse objection 

Such assertions are designed to justify the 
claims to American control over outer space 
m id bv b.S. military and political !t?ad6fs. In 
line witf these claims, attempts are made to 
prove the legality of space espionage over the 
territory of the Soviet Union and the other So- 
cialist 'countries. At the same time measures 
are discussed to prevent similar action over 

U S. territory. , ... - ... 

* r According to the Associated Press, methods 
of combatting satellites arc being intensively 
developed in the United States This includes 
a study of the possibility of developing an “in- 
spection satellite" equipped with instruments 
to ascertain what electronic and other aquip- 
merrt fs carried by the suspected satellite. There 
are plans to develop a satellite equipped with • 
for putting out of commission electronic 
Hid photographic equipment installed on recon- 
naissance satellites ami alx* to develop th In- 
tercepfor satellite, launched from the ground or 
from i plane, for the destruction of spy sate!* 

« Mt«S. - ■- : , • 

In an effort to mislead world opimon alafp#0 A 
by the Pentagon's space espionage plans, 
American propaganda is distorting the position 
of The Sovi# Union on this question. The Amer- 
lean press frequently alleges that the Soviet 


f* New York Times, May I960. 


1 ’ nion i •> o ;>}*■ e d to a u ri .1 1 esp i o n a g c , ^ :n 1 1 iv £ *• 
not object tc >pace espionage. The .Vru, . York 
Time > wen tries to present Uie position of the 
U.S.S.R. as follows: “Vou can send satellites 
over our country all you please. They can carry 
cameras, radios, food for a spaceman. B it they 
must fly high up-- at an altitude where ve can 
mil bring'them down It is outrageous to over- 
fly at 80,000 to 100, OOu 'feet but not at 100 miles 
‘and more.’’ 

The Soviet stand on the use of outer space ps 
weK known. The Soviet sputniks only 

peaceful, scientific purposes. Another coiivihcirtg 
example of this is the recent qrtiting and return 
to earth of the s<vond S«>\ if t space si:ip 1 <j • 
outstanding scientific, feat opened another bril- 
liant pa*ge in man’s conquest of space. 1. w* vital 
scientific and technical problem of return I'rotn 
space has been solved. 

The Soviet Union is prepared to co-api raJe 
with any state in the peaceful uses of ottbr 
space. But it vigorously objects to any attempts 
to militarize it. and the use of space veh-cles for 
the purposes of military espionage. Oer stand 
on the American space espionage plans is deter- 
mined by our attitude to everything that runs 
counter to the intqftsfc of ppace and hdps pre- 
pare for aggressive war. I A 

In' case of need the Soviet Union wfU be 
able to protect its security against any en- 
croachments from outer spare just as stircess- 
fylly as It is done with respect to air snare As 
N. S. Khrushchov said, “if other vs-pfmage 
methods are used, they will also he 'parity zed 
and rebuffed”. . . 

Such action will be fully justified -under the 
ex&ting rules of intematioBit 1 aw arid the 
■ United Nations Charter. The Soviet Union can 
not remain indifferent to acts of espiorutge di- 
rected against its security, irrespective of 
whether air space or outer space is used for 
thfse purposes. 
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